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   Critical Thinking 

   Under
   Construction

“Using Evidence to Support Thinking”

by  Laurie Aguirre

Students using evidence from text to support thinking can be shown in multiple forms and with varying rigor.  I propose that using science integrated into literacy block is an exceptionally rich, meaningful way to teach this part of the larger context of critical thinking.

NOT always should we be teaching the gradual release model of 
“I do”       “We do        “You do”

Students require time and experience to CONSTRUCT their OWN thinking in order to truly become critical thinkers. If we are constantly showing, telling, and have students performing what the teacher directs; we are not developing the muscles of independent critical thinking in our students. Many teachers and principals are less than comfortable with the methods and consequent sometimes “untidy, excited conversing, extended periods of time that are not on schedule” conditions of constructivism.

We all know that new learning is constructed from what is already known. We also know that students learn best through multiple modalities. Experience based learning supports these notions.

LAUNCHING the Foundation for Critical Thinking
Using Next Gen Grade 2 PSI “Matter” example with RL.1 Use evidence from text
Level 1 – Concrete Exploration

              Students experience the physical materials (in this case solid, liquids, and gases) that represent the types and states of matter (This includes nearby vocabulary references and big ideas in print). The students formulate “I Wonders“and “What Ifs” and then try-out ideas with the physical manipulation of materials.”

Level 2 – Engagement - Students now have a purpose for reading and researching for what they have experience based structural knowledge. This is how we connect the “abstract” (print) to the “concrete” (experience) and it “sticks”. (Requires leveled text)
Level 3 – Using Evidence – Students answer questions provided using evidence from – experience – text – or media – to support their thinking.

Level 4 - Students FORM the question they wish to answer with informed PREDICTION about outcomes using experience evidence, text evidence, or media evidence to PRODUCE additional evidence resulting from inquiry process.
Take Away – The next time you enter a classroom with a checklist of “OBSERVABLES”, 
  BE a critical thinking observer – Look – Listen - Ask                     ADD –

	
	Knowledge under construction – student led, messy, excited interaction of students building the foundation for critical thinking   -  Teacher facilitating not directing


Laurieaguirre.weebly.com               abbe.neal@comcast.net  (fabulous resource for text)

